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Refocusing on Land Conservation

A Message from the  
Executive Director

To those of you whom I have met, thank you for the warm 
welcome. To those I haven’t, let me introduce myself. My name 

is John Winter, and I am the new Executive Director of the New 
Canaan Land Trust. I started in late June, just in time for firefly 
season (the Firefly Sanctuary is great!). 

Working for NCLT is a bit of a homecoming for me since I grew up 
not far away in Trumbull. My parents still live in the Bridgeport 
area, and getting to see them in their golden years is part of the 
reason I applied for the ED position here in New Canaan. I am 
grateful to have found a position where I can do the conservation 

work I love and be near family at the same time. Speaking of family, 
I am married and have a 22-year-old daughter. We also have a cat 
and a cockatiel.

I come to NCLT with several decades of experience working for 
environmental organizations and more than 15 years leading land 
trusts. My most recent position was as the Executive Director of the 
Rensselaer Land Trust in Troy, New York.

Here in New Canaan, I will continue the core activities of the Land 
Trust – property stewardship, getting people outdoors, offering 
nature education events, and engaging the community in our 
mission. Consistent with that mission – and a priority of the Board – 
is to acquire and protect more land in New Canaan. The Land Trust 
has an excellent long-term land protection plan. I look forward to 
working with landowners, partner organizations, public officials, and 
all of you to set aside more land for permanent protection. At a time 
when climate change has become ever more concerning, and wildlife 
habitat is shrinking, the work of the Land Trust (55 years young in 
2022) has never been more vital. 

Thank you for your continued support of the Land Trust. I look 
forward to working with you as my time here in New Canaan begins. 
Please say hello if you see me out on the trails at one of our lovely 
nature preserves or in town. I’ll enjoy meeting you.

- John Winter, Executive Director

John Winter, our new Executive Director. 
Photo by Beth Sanford

President’s Letter

A s we reflect on the past fiscal year, we are so proud of the 
support that you, our members, have given to help us achieve 

our mission. Founded 55 years ago, the Land Trust has evolved over 
the years. Protecting open space in New Canaan has always been the 
heart of our organization. 

In 2019, we expanded our mission to include connecting the New 
Canaan community with its natural resources. In an era where we 
all need to take a role in safeguarding the planet’s future, the Land 
Trust wants to engage neighbors in our natural surroundings, and by 
doing so, instill a conservation ethnic among all. 

Results show how much you, and the community at large, have 
engaged with the Land Trust over the past year. The number of 
supporting members exceeds 500 families…Many of you attended 
the 50-plus events that we hosted on our preserves…Dozens and 
dozens of volunteers helped us prepare for the staging of the second 
Sculpture Trail…and many youth groups volunteered their time to 
help steward our properties. 

With an increasingly involved community, we now believe that it is 
important to refocus on conserving high-priority open space. Our 
Strategic Conservation Plan 2020-2040 sets a goal of protecting 

450 acres by 2025 from the current 392, and a total of 800 acres by 
2040. 

It has been over five years since the Land Trust made a major 
purchase of a property. That acquisition was the 6.7-acre Silvermine-
Fowler parcel adjacent to the Land Trust’s 41-acre Hicks Meadows-
Kelley Uplands Audubon Sanctuary. The resulting property, Still 
Pond Preserve, is one of the largest tracts of open space in New 
Canaan. 

This year, it is our goal to make a like-sized land acquisition. 
The addition of open space, especially to contiguous Land Trust 
properties, fulfills our conservation priorities. The newly acquired 
land will protect wildlife habitat, safeguard our drinking water, 
mitigate climate change, and prevent overdevelopment. We expect 
to have more to report on some future conservation soon. And we 
know that working with our new Executive Director John Winter 
who brings deep experience in protecting open space will facilitate 
our acquisition efforts. (Welcome John!) And stay tuned…

In the meantime, thank you for your continued support in protecting 
the special places in New Canaan. 

- Tom Cronin, President of the Board

Cover photo: Livingston-Higley Preserve. Photo by Connor deMayo



Advancing the Mission
The mission of the New Canaan Land Trust is to foster a connection between the New Canaan community and its natural resources 

through the conservation and sustainable stewardship of our open space. Everything we do at the Land Trust is done in pursuit of this 
mission. Below are just a few of the milestones (and a fun fact or two!) that your support helped us accomplish. In the following pages, we 
describe some of the many ways that your land trust has created positive change in our community.

Creating a Lasting Impact

Number of new donors to the 
Land Trust in FY 2022

Percent of Land Trust properties  
with invasive species

Number of inquiries to the firefly 
viewing sign-up page from mid-June 
through the first week of July - the 

peak firefly season

Hours dedicated to stewardship 
by our 8 summer stewards and 

internship coordinator

Outdoor sculptures on 2022 
Sculpture Trail

Acres targeted for future conservation 
in the Land Trust’s 2020-2040 
Strategic Conservation Plan

Feet of historic walls restored by 
volunteers and summer steward 

interns

Since the founding of the New 
Canaan Land Trust

Length of walking trails at  
Watson-Symington Preserve

Chaos and Calm sculpture by Simone Kestelman.  
Photo by Laney Lloyd

55
YEARS 400

(100% growth from 400 acres to 800 acres protected)

125
(using 40 cubic yards of stone - the equivalent  

of 10 loads of a ten-wheel dump truck)

(we only allow 30 guests per night in order  
to protect the firefly habitat)

2,300

10 1,353
hrs  144

Likely 100%

1.6 Miles

Number of porcelain flowers in Chaos and 
Calm sculpture at GreenLink-Oenoke Lane

365 (one for each day of the year)



The Simple Joy of Fireflies
T he Firefly Sanctuary is a unique open space preserve made 

possible by neighbors and friends who pooled resources to 
buy and donate the land to the NCLT. The abundant population of 
fireflies living in the meadow is due to the efforts of one man, Bill 
McDonald.

A lifelong nature lover, Bill delights in creating natural habitats for 
butterflies, bees, birds, and especially fireflies. He lives next door 
to our preserve and has devoted fifty years to cultivating wildflower 
meadows around his home. Early on, he began raising firefly larvae 
and estimates he grows one million of them a year!

Bill explains that fireflies are beetles, and like all insects, go through 
a multi-phased life cycle. Fireflies spend the majority of their life 

(one to two years) living underground as larvae preying on other 
insects. “They particularly like snails and snails like asters, so I grow 
many kinds of asters to attract snails to feed the firefly larva.”

Fireflies pupate in early June and turn into the adults we see 
lighting up the summer sky. The females flash low in the meadow 
while the males signal from the nearby trees. The flashing 
sequences are courtship rituals, and each species has its own 
pattern.

Fireflies are abundant on Bill’s land and especially in our adjacent 
preserve. When asked what makes our sanctuary so unique, Bill 
replied, “It’s a natural oasis in a suburban neighborhood. It meets 
the requirements the adults need to display. It’s a small space 

On a hot and sultry evening, a young family makes their way up the woodland path to the meadow at the top 
of the hill. As darkness falls, the children call out, “Look, I see one in the grass, and there’s another in the tree, 
and there’s another and another….” They continue their exclamations until the entire meadow twinkles with 
thousands of lights to the delight of all who have come to witness the simple joy of fireflies. 

By Popular 
Demand
Due to increasing popularity, the number of 

visitors is limited during peak viewing  
evenings in late June and early July each year. 
Advanced registration is offered on our website at 
www.newcanaanlandtrust.org. At all other times, the 
sanctuary is open to the public from dawn to dusk. 
The entrance is located on Sleepy Hollow Road.

Firefly Sanctuary. Photo by Ed Catlett



with low plants surrounded by tall deciduous and evergreen 
trees, and there is minimal light pollution.” Darkness is 
essential for fireflies to carry out their courtship. He added,  
“Spotlights around houses interfere with firefly signaling and 
are death to pollinating moths and other night-flying insects.”

The other side of caring for fireflies is to preserve their habitat 
365 days a year. While we don’t see the larva living underground, 
we follow Bill’s lead to protect their nursery. That means no 
pesticides, herbicides, or chemical fertilizers and minimal soil 
disturbance. We mow the meadow once a year after a hard frost 
to ensure the insect life has gone to bed for the winter. With 
Bill’s efforts and our own, we are well rewarded come early 
summer when the sky lights up with the fireflies’ amazing bio-
luminescence. 

Why does Bill raise fireflies?

“People ask me that question all the time,”  
he responds. “Children know the answer right 
away. It is happiness.” —Bill McDonald

Firefly Sanctuary by day.

Bill McDonald among the pollinator plants in his yard 
across from the Firefly Sanctuary. Photo by Susan Bergen



Welcoming Our Summer  
Stewardship Interns
O nce the Land Trust conserves a property, we maintain it for generations to 

come. Known as stewardship, we have been fortunate to find young people 
interested in helping us with this critical task.

Since 2014, the Land Trust has welcomed high school students from New Canaan 
to its Summer Steward Internship Program. Designed to provide a meaningful 
experience in nature to young people, the program introduces interns to the 
multi-faceted fields of land conservation and property stewardship. In addition 
to completing meaningful projects that benefit the environment and the New 
Canaan community, interns meet with professionals in the environmental field, 
enjoy trips to local conservation areas, and participate in field-based learning.

Interns can choose from two four-week sessions each summer. They spend four 
days each week working on the Land Trust’s 400-acre network of open space. 
On the 5th day, they enjoy an out-of-town field trip. Interns receive a stipend for 
working with us.

In FY22, we hosted eight summer interns. Their projects included 
building raised walkways at Colhoun Preserve; adding more raised walkways 
at Still Pond, Watson-Symington, and on the GreenLink-Oenoke Lane Trail; 
restoring a section of the stone wall at Hawkins Preserve; and removing burning 
bush at Browne and Still Pond Preserves, among other projects that helped the 
Land Trust care for its preserves. Erin Feeney served as the summer steward 
intern manager and was assisted by summer steward Mike Pazareskis. Both did 
an excellent job, and we are grateful for their help with our land stewardship.

Thank You to our 
Internship Program 
Supporters
We are grateful to the Jeniam Foundation and the Newcomers 

Club of New Canaan for their support of the FY22 summer 
steward internship program. 

We will begin accepting applications for the summer 2023 
steward internship program in the spring and invite local high 
school students to apply.

Here’s some photos of the interns at work… 

Summer interns building raised walkways .

Summer interns digging water bars .

Summer interns repairing stone 
walls with stone mason Greg Fallaci. 



Inspiring the Next Generation of 
Conservationists - Hosting the  
NCHS Green League
As the 2021-2022 school year began at New Canaan High School, 

a group of students envisioned spending time in nature to 
learn about the environment and perform community service. Four 
students took charge. Avery Cotton, Polly Parsons, Dave Hanson, 
and Cooper Colthup mobilized to create a new club. Their vision 
was to create enjoyable outdoor educational experiences, team 
build, and help local environmental organizations – with a focus 
on the Land Trust.

Along with Science Teacher Clare McLellan, the four students 
recruited members at the annual high school club fair in September 
to join the new club. They choose to name it the “Green League”. 
More than twenty students signed up. The organizers, now co-
presidents of the newly established Green League, set out to build a 
regular schedule to visit and work on Land Trust properties.

The co-presidents became interested in the Land Trust in different 
ways. As a son of Land Trust board member Newell Cotton, a 
Land Trust 2021 summer steward, and avid birder, Avery had 
spent many hours on our preserves. Polly, a stand-out on the 
NCHS field hockey team, became passionate about the Land Trust 
after running on its trails during the pandemic lockdown. Last, 
Dave’s Boy Scout experience working on the Firefly Sanctuary and 
Cooper’s Land Trust summer internship gave them the know-how 
and inspiration to join forces with Avery and Polly.

Working with then-NCLT Executive Director Aaron Lefland, the 
co-presidents organized a series of outdoor experiences for the 
club. The focus was on activities that could be enjoyed without 
prior land stewardship experience, could be completed over the 
several hours the club had available for an outing, required team 
building, and filled a stewardship need of the Land Trust. Projects 
included preserving New Canaan’s stone wall heritage by assisting 
in stone wall repairs at Hawkins Preserve on North Wilton Road, 
clearing obstructions from walking trails at several preserves, 
and removing invasive plants from the preserves. Green League 
members also got a chance to hike our trails. They visited every 
publicly accessible preserve, often accompanied by a Land Trust 
board member who described the history and key features of each 
property. The educational component included presentations on 
NCLT’s history, pollinator gardening, and climate change.

For the Fall semester of 2022, the Green League 
wants to grow its membership, finalize the 
website it started last semester – and especially, 
to continue working with the Land Trust. To 
learn more about the Green League (or to join 
them if you’re a NCHS student), email them at 
ncgreenleague@gmail.com“Forming a club was a leadership opportunity, but 

it was also fun to find out about others who are 
passionate about what I am passionate about.”  
— Polly Parsons, New Canaan High School Green 
League member

New Canaan High School Green League students repairing a  
stone wall at Hawkins Preserve with stone mason Greg Fallaci.

NCHS Green League Co-Presidents (L-R) Avery Cotton, Cooper 
Colthup, Dave Hanson, and Polly Parsons. Photo by Beth Sanford



Engaging Our Youth 
2022 marks the 55th anniversary of the founding of the Land Trust. As with any anniversary, we look back at all that’s been done with the 

help of so many committed supporters, volunteers, board members, and staff – and give our heartfelt thanks. We also look ahead. One of 
our objectives at NCLT is to inspire people to appreciate nature and participate in protecting it. This is especially the case in our work with 
young people. We hope to encourage them to continue our efforts and become the next generation of conservationists. 

NCLT offers several ways for youth to engage with us, including an internship program for seniors at New Canaan High School, collaboration 
with the NCHS’s Green League, the Service League of Boys (better known by its fun acronym “SLOBs”), and through Eagle Scout projects. 
We also offer a summer steward internship program. 

Internship Program for Seniors at New Canaan High School

Seniors from New Canaan High School are selected each year for a 4-week internship in the late spring. Students volunteer for 25 hours per 
week in lieu of class time. The interns for this year were Philip Ettinger and Brendan Tiscornia. Their activities included site preparation and 
installation of the outdoor sculptures at our nature preserves for the 2022 Sculpture Trail; work on our nature trails, including lining trails, 
building raised walkways, cleaning out water bars, collecting litter, removing invasive plants, and sharing information about their work 
through our blogs and social media. Philip also created an excellent video about the Sculpture Trail that includes artist interviews, time-
lapse video, drone shots, and masterful post-production. You can view it on our website. 

Philip Ettinger and Brendon Tiscornia help artist Jon BonSignore install Kawa I & II on Hannan Field. Photo by Laney Lloyd



Do you own undeveloped land in New Canaan? Would you like to see it remain as open space 
and habitat for the many plants and animals with which we share our community? Whether 

by donation, sale, bargain sale, or via conservation easement, you can leave a lasting legacy by 
conserving your land in perpetuity. To learn more about how the Land Trust can help you achieve 
your conservation vision, please call us at 203-972-1270 or write to info@newcanaanlandtrust.org. 
We will gladly review the land conservation tools available to you and describe the financial benefits 
of land conservation.

Protect Your Land With Us

Service League of Boys (SLOBs)

The New Canaan High School Service League of Boys (SLOBs) 
is a club for boys and their parents. It works with community 
organizations in town on projects that foster community 
responsibility and leadership, and strengthen son-parent 
relationships. SLOBs is the largest service club at NCHS and works 
with over 30 philanthropic organizations on over 70 different 
projects each year. During the 2021-2022 school year, SLOBs 
prepared soils for planting and removed invasive plants, with 
anywhere from 10-25 SLOB volunteers attending. We are very 
grateful for their assistance and look forward to welcoming them 
back for future projects. 

Eagle Scout Projects

Since 2013 the land trust has welcomed Eagle Scouts to do service 
projects at our nature preserves. Service to others is an integral 
part of the scouting experience. Each year tens of thousands of 

young men strive to achieve this coveted Eagle Scout rank. One 
of the rank requirements is to plan, develop, and give leadership 
to others in a service project that is helpful to the community. 
Through this requirement, Scouts practice what they have 
learned and gain valuable project 
management and leadership 
experience. In 2021-2022, we 
worked with two Eagle Scouts. 
Philip Ettinger created a brush 
pile habitat from invasive plant 
cuttings at the GreenLink-Oenoke 
Lane Trail. Nick Megdanis built 
and installed a kiosk and water 
diversion bars at Livingston-
Higley Preserve. Both successfully 
completed their projects and 
achieved Eagle Scout rank. 
Congratulations, Philip 
and Nick! 

Members of SLOBs building raised  
walkways at Watson-Symington Preserve.

New Canaan High School student volunteer  
removing invasive vines at Firefly Preserve.



2022 Sculpture Trail - Celebrating Open 
Space for Everyone
The 2022 New Canaan Sculpture Trail is a collaborative outdoor art exhibition between the Land Trust and the Carriage Barn Arts 

Center and was designed to inspire reflections about our natural surroundings through art and nature. The 2022 theme, Open Space for 
Everyone, encourages conversation about inclusion and equity.

Opened just at the end of our 2021-2022 fiscal year, the Sculpture Trail features ten sculptures at four Land Trust nature preserves, 
Town Hall, and the Carriage Barns Arts Center. The selected works represent a diverse range of sculptures and artists – from the 12-foot 
‘Titanosaurus’ standing tall in the Dinosaur Swamp on the GreenLink Trail near the New Canaan Nature Center to Chaos and Calm, 
comprised of 365 porcelain flowers on the GreenLink-Oenoke Trail to Brickhead-Truth outside the Carriage Barn Arts Center – plus 
seven others. The exhibition ran from June to the end of October.

Brickhead-Truth with artist James Tyler at 
Carriage Barn Arts Center. Photo by Laney Lloyd

Titanosaurus with artist Carlos Davila at GreenLink-
New Canaan Nature Center. Photo by Laney Lloyd

Chaos and Calm sculpture with artist Simone Kestelman 
at GreenLink-Oenoke Lane. Photo by Laney Lloyd



Enjoying Nature: 
Hikes and Outings
Getting people outdoors to enjoy nature is a crucial part of 

our work. We offer hikes, outings, volunteer workdays, 
and many other fun events. To learn more about our programs, 
visit www.newcanaanlandtrust.org/events and subscribe to our 
monthly e-Newsletter.

Here’s some photos of events from the past year.

Snowshoe Outing at Still Pond Preserve.

Planting the meadow at Still Pond Preserve. Photo by Laney Lloyd

Butterfly Walk at Livingston-Higley Preserve.  
Photo by Beth Sanford

Walking the labyrinth at Watson-Symington 
Preserve. Photo by Laney Lloyd



Financial statements presented in this report are unaudited and 
reflect operating revenue and expense for the fiscal year beginning 
June 1, 2021 and ending May 31, 2022.

Copies of the Land Trust’s most recent audited financial statements 
and Form 990 are available upon request by contacting the Land 
Trust at 203-972-1270 or emailing info@newcanaanlandtrust.org.

Fiscal Year 2022 Expenses

Fisal Year 2022 Revenue

Support for Conservation

Donations  
$137,569 
Grants  
$121,200 
Sponsorships  
$10,075

Open Space Protection  
$11,615
Land Stewardship 
$110,198
Community Engagement 
$110,752 
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Grand Total $353,683

Board Contributions  
$62,116
Program & Other Revenue 
$19,169
Gifts In Kind  
$3,554

Administrative  
$15,952
Fundraising  
$22,495

Grand Total $271,012



Your Support Makes 
Everything Possible…
Together we can continue protecting special places in New Canaan, steward 

the lands we’ve already protected, and offer hikes and outings to get people 
into nature. Here’s how you make all this possible:

The Evergreen Society: An Opportunity to Leave a Lasting 
Legacy Through Planned Giving

The Evergreen Society consists of generous individuals and families who have 
named the New Canaan Land Trust as a beneficiary of a planned gift. Such gifts 
might include a direct bequest in your will, codicil enhancement to an existing 
will, gifts of land, appreciated securities, life insurance policies, and other 
creative options. Planned gifts of any amount qualify and membership is purely 
honorary. Evergreen Society members will be recognized annually and have 
premier access to special events and programming.

Contact us at 203-972-1270 to learn more. Imagine the impact you will have 
helping preserve land for future generations.

Volunteer at the Land Trust

As a land trust volunteer, your time, enthusiasm, and expertise, are valuable 
gifts to the community. You’ll work side-by-side with other generous volunteers 
to build community while caring for New Canaan’s special places. Projects 
include rebuilding historic stone walls, maintaining walking trails, removing 
invasive plants, and pitching in at our events, among many others. To learn 
more or to sign-up as a volunteer call us at 203-972-1270. Come join us!

Join a Land Trust Committee

If you really like what the Land Trust does and want to roll up your sleeves 
and help out we invite you to join one of our Board committees. These 
committees are composed of members of the Board of Directors and community 
members and are supported by land trust staff. Committees meet monthly or 
quarterly depending on the nature of the work. The list of committees includes 
Open Space (acquiring land for permanent protection); Land Stewardship 
(maintaining and improving our protected properties); Events (designing 
and implementing our hikes, outings, lectures, and educational events); and 
Development and Outreach (fundraising and community engagement). To learn 
more or to join a committee call us at 203-972-1270.

Livingston-Higley Preserve on a late afternoon in January. Photo by Laney Lloyd



Thank You for Making a Difference in Our Community

Donations reflect cumulative charitable gifts between June 1, 2021 and May 31, 2022. We apologize if we inadvertently misspelled or omitted your name,  
and hope that you will contact us so that we can correct our records.     

Donated consecutively for H 2+ years H 5+ years H 10+ years

SUPPORTER (<$50) 
George and Patricia Benington
Harriet Carusi
Patricia Creedon
Jenette D’Alessandro H
Lucy Dathan H
Michael and Beth Dorfsman
Lori Anne Dunn
Richard Langford
Barbara Norris H
Xandy Peters
Guy and Tania Prochilo
Jeff Sandreuter and Lisa 
Ferrante H
Andrew Schultz and Ellen 
Williams H 
PayPal Giving Fund H
Kevin and Patricia Taylor H
Ann Thurber H
Victoria Zupa H

INDIVIDUAL MEMBER ($50+)
Pierre & Leigh Bognon
Svava Bragason H
Gisela Bucher H
Ross and Susie Catlin H
Dave and Nicky Clifford
Alison Connor
Alberto Cota
Wilma Deicas H
Greg Elkas
William and Lisa Eydt
Morgan Fine
John Fitzpatrick H
Gillian Foster H
William and Margaret Garbus
Michael and Nancy Geller H
Ted Growney
Alan and Loni Haas H
Roger and Stephanie Heine
Hugo and Ingrid Hollinger H
Peter and Cynthia Hurvitz H
Kolleen Johnsen
Anthony Kaye H
Ellen Kiernan
Rob and Penny Klatell

Stephanie Koch
Jennifer Leffers
Katherine Love
Daniel Marcel
Christine Matthews H
Linda McKee H
Lurline McLaughlin Lapolla
Sheila McMann H
Caryn Moss
Lauren Mottley H
Robin O’Connell
Steve and Colleen Prostor H
Richard Rosenfeld
Pete and Alice Runnette H
Joanne Santulli
Jennifer Sechan
Sue Sherwood H
Nancy Steger
Karen Stumpenhagen H
Eliot Tarlin and Sharon Fox
Ellen Taylor Sisson
Cindy Tye
Barbara Upson H
Jeffrey Urstadt H
Lynn Vaughan H
Brian Walker and Abby Gross H
Eric and Katherine Welles H
Barbara Wentzel
Jim Westlake H
Charles and Debbie Wright

FAMILY MEMBER ($100+)
Peter and Patricia Accinno H
Roy and Sue Anderson H
Kevin and Kristen Arrix
Carlos and Annette Aspillaga H
Bill Avery and Linda Andros H
Alice Baldwin
Paul and Cindy Bamatter H
Peter and Pamela Barcia H
Steven & Becky Barlow H
Scott Barnard
Karim Basta and  
Yong-Son Woo H
Henry and Gabriela Beecher H
David and Judy Bentley

William and Bridget Besgen H
Steven Bierman and Jerrilyn 
Fleisher H
Glen and Megan Bischoff H
Susan Blabey H
Alton Blakeslee H
Craig Bloom and Ashlea Ebeling
Hayley Bloom H
Eileen Boehme
Kate Boleyn H
Jeffrey and Heather Boulanger
Neil and Eileen Boyd H
William Bradley and  
Alison Bedula
Michelle Bramwit
Diane Briggs H
Clifton and Sheldon Bright H
Bruce and Holly Brittain H
Robert and Joan Butman H
Stephen and Karen Campe H
Najib and Lynn Canaan
Richard and Margaret Carratu H
Steve and Laura Case
Charles and Regina Cheever
Beecher and Lyn Chivvis H
Michael and Elizabeth Chu H
Michael and Jennifer Ciolli
Kevin and Michelle Clark H
John and Mary Cody H
Bruce and Krista Colthup
Samantha Connell
John Cooper
John and Carrie Corcoran H
Kristin Costello
Jay Davenport H
Peter and Julia Deane
Daniel and Kelly DeFrancesco H
Jon and Christine Deklerk H
David Depeano H
Georgie Dimasin H
Jacqueline Dorman
Betsey Doyle H
Brayton Dresser and Diane 
Tsakalakis H
Ryan Driscoll
Robert and Elaine 
Druckenmiller H

Peter and Debbie Eldridge H
Gordon and Joan Elicker
Karen Elmasry H
John and Tanis Erdmann H
Rick and Karen Ericson H
Michael and Virginia Farrell H
Mimi Findlay
Edward Fleischli H
Katherine Flood H
David Flynn
Paul and Kitty Fowler H
Steve Fry and Lynn Mason
Robert and Jennifer Gallois H
Scott Gamber H
Nancy Geary H
Sean Gelston H
Anthony Giannitti H
Paul and Yolanda Gjuraj
Kevin Goff H
Beth and Arthur Golden
Jake and Polly Goodyear H
Michael and Kirsten Gregorio
Jack Gunther Jr. H
Jeanne Hart H
Louise Havens H
Robert and Barbara Hedley H
Jeff Hemmings
Kim Herr
Trip and Julie Hoffman H
Charles Holmes H
David and Susan Hurwitt H
Phil and Joan Ives H
Mary and Kent Jewett
Barbara Johansen H
Gordon and Claire Jones H
Russ and Anka Jones
David and Nancy Kalal H
Chris and Kristin Karczmit H
Ross and Pamela Kaufman
Francis Harrigan and  
Paula Kennedy
John and Eileen Kennedy
John and Faith Kerchoff
Ben and Adrienne 
Kirschenbaum H
James and Deirdre Kjorlien H

Reto and Katharine Koller
Andrew and Kiowa Kosche H
Candice Krist
Daniel and Jill LaGattuta H
Lampert, Toohey & Rucci LLC
John and Janet Lanaway H
Bill and Meredith Landis H
Charity & David Lefferts
George Lewis and  
Jennifer Dowd
Michael and Alexandra Luddy H
Tom and Janice Luddy
Andrey and Irina Lvovsky H
Frank and Marjorie Lyon H
Steve and Lisa MacKenzie H
Cameron and Susana Mackey H
Rob and Liz Mallozzi H
William Malone
Carl Mason and  
Robin Bates-Mason H
Sarah Mattern H
Andrea Matwyshyn
Kevin and Ellen McMahon H
Ned and Valerie Monaghan H
Susan Morse
Kathie Moskovitz
David and Maureen Munro H
William and Thayer Murdy
Anthony Natale and  
Annie Silvio H
Rick and Judy Neville H
Charles and Anne Newton H
Donal and Carolyn O’Brien H
Eleanor O’Neill H
Jon and Constance Old
Peter and Lily Orsburn
Andrew and Charlene Pal
Mark and Cynthia Peiser H
Lynda Pescatello
Chris and Julie Peter H
Meg Petersen
Rob Petersen H
Stephen and Karen Philipson H
Scott Phillips and  
Christiana Nichols
Steve Phillips and  
Jennifer Frazer H

Because of you and so many in our community we are able to conserve the special places that make 
New Canaan such a great place to live.

–Tom Cronin, Board President

You Make It All Possible – Thank You!



Thank You for Making a Difference in Our Community
Stephanie Pineo
Larry and Mary Pitt H
Jake and Jackie Powell
Lauren Prial
Dan and Stephanie Radman
Dan and Penny Rashin H
Michael and Julie Reeves H
Walter and Margy Reilly H
Jennifer Richardson
Keith and Marina Richey H
Stephen and Katharine Roach H
Sarah Finnie Robinson
Rob and Kit Rohn H
Steve and Sue Root H
William Root H
Richard Routhier and  
Sarah Kahn
Pamela Safford H
Domenic and Elizabeth 
Sammarco H
Lois Sandberg H
Jeremy Saunders H
Roger and Nancy Saunders
Susan Scannell H
Georg and Lisa Schauer
Joseph and Kristen Schlim H
Alan Schwedel
Bill and Stephanie Scoon
Keiah Scully
Susan Scully H
Daniel and Sarah Shevchik H
Andy and Amy Silberfein H
Steve and Gloria Simon H
Doug and Debbie Simpson H
Elliot and Marguerite Sisson H
Martin Skrelunas and  
Leigh Wilson
Roger and Nell Smith H
Karen Sneirson H
Corliss Spencer H
John & Shirley Stancik H
Jon and Sue Stone H
Stuart and Inger Stringfellow
Luther Stuhlman
Ellen Tackling H
Charles and  
Patricia Timberlake
Adrian and Margien Tolson
David and Veronica Verklin H
Paul and Elizabeth Vigano H
Edward Vollmer H
Margaret Wallace
Meg Walsh H
Jon and Anita Waxberg H
Martin Weinberg and  
Margaret Pederson
Thomas White H
Eric and Merrill Wiechmann H
Nick and Whitney Williams
Barbara Wilson
Kerry Wolfe
Peter and Kristina Woods H
Peter and Alice Wyman H

NATURALIST ($250+)
Frederick and  
Elizabeth Afragola H
Melinda Andrade
Stephen and Sharon Bassock
Thomas Berntsen H
Eben Breed and Kristie 
Hedayati Breed
Ann Brenninkmeyer H
Paul Brody H
William & Alice Burnham H
Alex and Audrey  
Chastain-Chapman
Sara Ciancarelli H
Charles Coffin H
Robert Colgan H
Anthony and Tara Coniglio
Edward Cosden Jr H
Chris and Maura Craig H
Mark and Mary Cuoco
Dominic DeMarco H
Michael and Susan Donnelly
Carolyn Downey
Jeff and Melinda Fager
Dick and Christina Fagerstal H
Michael Fedele and  
Douglas Wurth H
Frank and Mary Fetchet
Dave and Missy Fitzpatrick
Jack and Georgene Frantz H
Amy Gildea
John and Pamela Goodwin H
Roger Griesmeyer and  
Carol Garrett
Lou and Joan Guzzetti H
Peter and Karen Hanson H
William and Judith Heins H
Chris and Sarah Hering
Jim and Wendy Hilboldt H
Jay Horine and Keturah Bracey
Karl Chevrolet H
Haik and Lynn Kavookjian H
Mark and Madalene Koehler
Rob and Meaghan Kupchak H
Michael and Cerene 
Lamagdeleine H
Russell Lane
Jack and Kathy Lapolla H
Robert and Eva Levine H
Barnaby Loehnis H
Natalie MacDonald H
Martie MacKay H
Douglas Marshall H
Martin McLaughlin H
Suzanne Megrue H
David and Fanny Moran H
Kevin and Mim Moynihan H
Marian Murphy H
Reed and Pat Neuman H
Deborah Nightingale H
Cathie Pike H
David and Janet Prill

Kyle and Jay Rattigan H
Scott and Renee Roen H
Rick and Kristin Selvala H
Lawrence and Susan Serven H
Joseph and Carrie Sindelar
Kenneth and Deborah Slazyk
Sara Smith H
Michael and Jill Stayman H
Paul and Marjorie Stein H
Chip and Anne Steppacher H
Bailey and Gail Stewart H
James and Katie Stewart H
Dennis and  
Katharine Swanson H
The Hygeia Foundation for 
Health, Science and the 
Environment H
Victoria Thomas H
Jay and Linda Twombly H
John and Catherine Uhlein
Gary and Shelley Vogel
Jim and Anne Wagner
Gwyneth Walker H
Louise Washer H
Robin Wells
Thomas Wyatt

ENVIRONMENTALIST ($500+)
Joe and Courtney Aleardi H
Erik Allen
Betsy Anderson
John and Laura Barker
Alan and Cindy Becker H
Joan Behre H
Stephen and Cyra Borsy H
Tim and Connie Brown H
Sherman and Peggy Bull
Steven and Elizabeth Burt H
John and Robin Busch H
Jim and Dianne Colgan H
Michael Connor and  
Diane Discenza H
Randy and Kathleen Corbet H
Jason Davis
Sarah DeCew
Colm Dobbyn H
John and Joanna Donohue H
Douglas and Diane Dooley H
Todd and Sally Fonner H
Andy and Debbie Gordon H
Robert and Tracey Hamill
John and Suzanne Harrison H
Hoffman Landscapes, Inc.
Michael Johnston
Steve and Tracey Karl H
Mary Kranzlin
Mark and Karen Mactas H
Peter Martin and Siw De 
Gysser H
Alan and Sharon McClymonds H
Charles and Aniela McCool
Joseph and Danielle McKee

Lisa Melland H
Stephen and Stacy Mettler
Network for Good (Facebook)
Katharine O’Brien H
Moira O’Riordan
Frank Osborn
Belinda Winpenny Paris H
David Parker H
Stan Ponte
Joe and Laura Prior
Harry and Susan Rein
Rotary Club of New Canaan H
Joseph and Deborah Rucci H
William Hooks and  
Beth Sanford H
Sebastian and Barbara Scripps
Steven and Miriam Sosnick H
Dave and Sue Squier H
Jeff Stevens H
Billy and Beth Stimpson H
Julie Taylor
Eric and Cynthia Thunem H
Richard and Catherine 
Townsend
Fred and Julie Tufts H
Jonathan and Marnie Zaffino
Michael and Elizabeth Zeiss H

FORESTER ($1,000+)
Jonathan and Barb 
Achenbaum H
Patricia Adair
Todd and Beth Baker H
Theodora Berg H
Eric and Alexandra Bonach
Elizabeth Branch H
Susan Carroll H
John and Susan Clarke H
Edward and Jeanne Epstein
Michael and Kelly  
Frankenfield H
Robin and Margaret Fryer H
Karl Legacy Fund
John and Anne-Marie Knight
Henry Lord H
Alfred and Melissa Morris 
Family Foundation H
Tom and Emily Nissley H
Paul and Elizabeth Orwicz H
Richard and Michelle Riley H
James and Jennifer Santora
Lawrence and Robin Sapanski H
Dennis and Eileen Schaney
David Schwartz H
Bob and Sarah Seelert H
Marty and Betsey Sue 
Shannon H
Jeff and Jean Shaw H
Robert Spangler and Joanne 
Powell H
Jeffrey and Catharine Sturgess H
Dick and Anne Ward H
John Allen Williams H

Robert and Alicia Wyckoff H
Stephen and Lori Wyckoff H
Steve Zatz and Deborah Shaw

STEWARD ($2,500+)
Bankwell
John and Nancy Bemis H
Peter and Susan Bergen H
Art Berry H
Charles Broll
Kevin and Cristen Cottrell H
Tom and Joy Cronin H
Anthony Edwards and  
Nicky Dunlop H
Exchange Club of New Canaan
Gridiron Club of New Canaan
Brendan and Ainsley Hayes H
Scott Edward Hobbs
Hutchinson Tree Care H
Eads and Polly Johnson H
David and Caryn Kelly
John and Vicki Linnartz
Chris and Kay Linneman H
Robert and Robin Lord H
Newcomers Club of New Canaan
Nuveen Benevolent Trust H
Thomas and Victoria Reynolds H
Chris and Dudley Schipper H
Town of New Canaan
Lindsay Tucker H
Paul and Kathleen Weaver H
Daniel and Nancy Welch H
Michael and Delma Wessner H

CONSERVATIONIST ($5,000+)
Anonymous H
Dave and Sara Hunt H
Chris and Liza Pohle H
The Briar Foundation H
Ronald and Christie Ulrich H

VISIONARY ($10,000+)
The Harlan and Lois Anderson 
Family Foundation H
Anonymous H
Jim and Dede Bartlett H
Newell Cotton and  
Jessie Zhu H
Jeanne Gnuse H
Jeniam Foundation
M.L.E. Foundation H
New Canaan Community 
Foundation H

GIFTS IN KIND
Greg and Deb Faillaci H
William McKinney H
David and Donna Hill H
Dennis and Carol Taylor
C. Daniel and Mary Ward



Subscribe to the Land Trust’s eNews for monthly updates, invitations 
to events, and more. Visit our website at www.newcanaanlandtrust.org 
to sign up.

Stay Connected Year-Round

P.O. Box 425 
New Canaan, CT 06840

President: Tom Cronin
Treasurer: Art Berry
Secretary: Nancy Bemis

Land Trust Leadership

The annual meeting is a great way to learn about the many ways you  
and your friends and neighbors have helped preserve open space and  
wildlife habitat through the New Canaan Land Trust.

You’re Invited…
To the New Canaan Land Trust’s 55th Annual Meeting
Tuesday, November 15, 2022  
6:30 to 8:30 pm at The New Canaan Nature Center 
144 Oenoke Ridge, New Canaan, CT 06840

Susan Bergen
Newell Cotton
Cristen Cottrell
Ainsley Hayes
Dave Hunt
Eads Johnson

Executive Director: John Winter

Dave Kelly
Emily Nissley
Tom Reynolds
Beth Sanford
Chris Schipper
Al Tibbetts
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The Land Trust accreditation seal is 
awarded to land trusts meeting the highest 
national standards for excellence and 
conservation permanence.

Brickhead-Truth sculpture by James Tyler at  
Carriage Barn Arts Center. Photo by Laney Lloyd


